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Dear NMPTA Members: 

 

As we enter the New Year, Iôm certain many 

reading this letter have resolved to make 

changes in their personal or professional lives 

in 2012.  If you are among them, I wish you 

all the best in sticking with the resolutions 

youôve embarked on.  Change is often       

difficult, but often also necessary to move 

forward, break new ground, and better the 

circumstances of our lives.  

Reflection on where weôve been and where 

weôd like to go as an organization is        

something the NMPTA Board of Directors has 

been working on over the past few months.  

Although this process is still underway, a 

number of great ideas have been discussed 

and will continue to be developed in the   

coming months that, ultimately, will chart the 

course for the organization in the coming 

years. 

If you have not participated in this process as 

yet, we welcome your input.  Feel free to  

contact any member of the Board of           

Directors, or perhaps, consider running for a 

position on the Board of Directors yourself.  In 

the past few months, several members of the 

Board have resigned their positions due to 

retirement or changes in employment.   

Weôve had the opportunity to thank Gino 

Rinaldi (Rio Metro), Jack Valencia (NCRTD), 

and Paul Sorenson (Roswell) for their service  

 

 

 

 

over the years, and say good-bye to them as 

Board members. 

These changes, however, offer new         

leadership opportunities for others to step-up 

and lead our organization that advocates for 

passenger transportation in New Mexico, 

bring member entities together, and provide 

training opportunities to staff who deliver 

quality transit services statewide.  I urge you 

to consider serving the industry as a Board 

member and hope you will either nominate 

yourself, or some deserving colleague, to the 

slate of candidates that will stand for election 

at the upcoming NMPTA Conference in April. 

Please consider this opportunity seriously, 

and forward nominations to Melissa Drake, as 

soon as you wish.  We look forward to      

hearing from you. 

Best Wishes in the 2012, 

Jon Bulthuis, President 
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News from NM Department of Transportation   

 Due to upcoming budget concerns in FY 

2013 related to 1) a potential reduction in 

funds from a new federal transportation 

funding bill and 2) an effort to put as much 

operating service on New Mexicoôs rural 

roads and streets as possible, NMDOTôs 

Transit and Rail Division is taking proactive 

measures to maintain New Mexicoôs rural 

transit services while creating greater    

operating efficiencies. Those measures 

include modifying the Section 5311     

Funding Distribution Index for FY 2013.  

The agencies that will be impacted by the 

new distribution index were contacted    

directly to discuss different scenarios and 

options.  

Substantive changes to the Section 5311 

Funding Distribution Index are shown    

below. 

SECTION 5311 FUNDING DISTRIBUTION 

INDEX  

Individual Performance Indicators 

¶ FFY 2011 Section 5311 Ridership                                                                                                      

¶ Total Administration / Operations (A/O) 

Ratio based on FFY 12 Award  

¶ Cost Per Passenger Trip Based on 

FFY 2011 Ridership and FFY 2011 

Expended Total A/O Budget                                                                                                                             

¶ FFY 2011 Total A/O Cost per Vehicle 

Mile                                                                      

¶ FFY 2013 Regional Planning            

Organization Prioritization                                                       

¶ Percent FFY 2011 A/O Federal Award 

Expended                                                                 

¶ Percent of Total State Section 5311   

Ridership FFY 2011: Percent of State 

Total FFY 2011 Federal Section 5311 

A/O Award Ratio      

In early March 2012, Rural Transit         

Providers will be sent their individual data 

to review and provide comments.  

After validating the data, transit providers 

will be ranked in each performance         

indicator and the ranks will be added up to 

create a composite Section 5311 Transit 

Funding Index Rank.                                                                   

¶ The Section 5311 Transit Funding   

Index Rank will then place the transit 

providers into groups that reflect their 

performance.                                                                                             

¶ Funding decisions will be based on 

available funding, and an applicantôs 

Transit Funding Index Rank. 

¶ Regardless of Apart from the final   

Section 5311 Transit Funding Index 

Rank, all providers receiving a total 

federal administration and operating 

award of $500,000 or less will be     

targeted at a maximum Administration/

Operations ratio (A:O ratio) of 0.80 

based on the size of their respective 

FY 2011 vehicle fleets regardless of 

funding source for the vehicles.        

- Five transit vehicles or less:  

maximum A:O ratio of 0.80                                                                                                                    

- Six to 10 transit vehicles:  

maximum A:O ratio of 0.75                                                                                                               

- 11 to 20 transit vehicles:   

maximum A:O ratio of 0.70                                                                                                 

- 21 to 30 transit vehicles:   

maximum A:O ratio of 0.65                                                                                                             

- 31 transit vehicles or more: 

maximum A:O ratio of 0.60                                                                                                                 

FY 2013 MODIFICATION TO THE SECTION 5311       

FUNDING DISTRIBUTION  INDEX  



  t!D9 о 

 

On November 7, 2011, NMDOTôs 
transit and Rail Division sent an email 
to all FY 2012 subgrantees regarding 
FTA Certifications and Assurances. 
Complete documentation must be 
received by the NMDOT Transit and 
Rail Division by end of work on      
Friday, January 13, 2012, with original 
signatures on page 39. One set must 
be completed for each program the 
sub grantee is receiving funds for in 
FY 2012.  

 

 

 

 

Please send them to:  

                                                                                                                                                         
Sarah Sandoval                                                                                                                                                                                         
NMDOT, Transit and Rail Division                                                                                                                                                 
P.O. Box 1149                                                                                                                                                                                        
1350 Alta Vista, SB-4, 2nd floor                                                                                                                                                  
Santa Fe, NM  87504                                                                                                                                                                                               

E-Mail:                                                  
sarahn.sandoval@state.nm.us                                                                                                                                                                    
Desk Ph: 505-827-5218                                                                                                                                                                 
toll free 1-866-212-9643                                                                                                                                                         
Fax: 505-827-5642                                                                                                                                                                             

Please contact Marcy Eppler if you 
have any questions.                                                                  
Marsha.Eppler@state.nm.us                                                                                                                                                                  
Ph: 505-827-5435   

All providers receiving  a total federal       

administration and operating award over 

$500,000, but less than $1,000,000, will be 

limited to a maximum A:O ratio of 0.6, and 

providers receiving a total federal admin-

istration and operating award $1,000,000 or 

more will be limited to a maximum A:O ratio 

of 0.5.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Beginning in FY 2013 in order to conserve 

federal transit grant funding, rural transit 

agencies will no longer be able to utilize 

Capital Cost of Contracting as a funding 

mechanism through NMDOTôs Transit and 

Rail Division.  All contracted transit service 

will continue to be funded, but only at a 50% 

local match.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Subgrantees with incomplete data for the 

index, i.e., the program started in FFY 2012, 

will be held at a flat budget and the 0.80 a 

vehicle fleet size appropriate A:O ratio.                             

Please contact Marcy Eppler if you have 

any questions.                                                                                               

Marsha.Eppler@state.nm.us                                                                                                                                                

Ph: 505-827-5435 

New Mexico 2011 Rural National Transit Database Reporting  

 

All Rural Public Transit (FTA  Section 5311) sub grantees were to submit their 2011  
Rural NTD Report by December 9, 2011.  

Please contact Marcy Eppler if you have any questions.             

Email: Marsha.Eppler@state.nm.us                                                                                                                                                          
Phone: 505-827-5435   

FY 2012 FTA Certifications and Assurances  
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For the first time in its history, the City of    

Albuquerqueôs Transit Department (ABQ 

RIDE) is teaming with one of New Mexicoôs 

historic Native American pueblos to train their 

transit drivers. Starting January 2012 individu-

als selected for the new driversô program by 

Laguna Puebloôs Sh©aôskrôa Transit will train 

for their CDL (Commercial Driverôs License) 

at ABQ RIDEôs Daytona   Facility in West  

Albuquerque. 

The partnership also means Sh©aôskrôa    

Transit will live up to its motto of ñTaking You 

Where You Want To Goò by connecting three 

times on weekdays to Route 66 Casino, just 

west of Albuquerque on Interstate 

40.  Through an agreement with the Pueblo, 

Rio Metro Route #366 will take Laguna     

passengers to the Central and Unser Transit 

Center in Albuquerque.  Not only can they 

connect with UNM Hospitalôs SW Mesa    

Center next door, but they can also transfer to 

ABQ RIDE buses to continue on to such     

destinations as the University of New Mexico, 

Central New Mexico Community College, 

Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute 

(SIPI) and   local stores and services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWeôre proud to be able to offer our expertise 

and services to our neighbors at Laguna 

Pueblo,ò said Albuquerque Mayor Richard J. 

Berry.  ñThis partnership underscores the  

Albuquerqueôs commitment to work with    

other communities in New Mexico in mutually 

beneficent partnerships.ò 

Lagunaôs Sh©aôskrôa Transit Program        

currently operates two paratransit vans as 

well as several 15-passenger vans and     

buses, mostly as a demand-response        

service.  It also operates fixed route service 

from Laguna Pueblo to Grants, N.M. on     

Fridays only.  All its buses are wheelchair-

accessible and ADA (Americans with Disabili-

ties Act)-compliant. 

ñThis agreement enables us to provide a safe, 

affordable means of transportation connecting 

community members to needed and desired 

services,ò said Richard Luarkie, Governor of 

Laguna Pueblo.  ñIt also allows us to build our 

own capacity by leveraging ABQ RIDEôs        

expertise in training our drivers.ò 

Sh©aôskrôa Transit (which means ñroadrunnerò 

in the Keres language of Laguna Pueblo)   

began serving the six villages of the Pueblo in 

1998.  It has provided over 143,258 miles  

services so far this year to community     

members.  It currently serves about 9,500 

passengers a year. 

ñThis partnership shows the regional           

connectivity of ABQ RIDE and how it can  

benefit other communities in New Mexico,ò 

said Bruce Rizzieri, Director of Albuquerqueôs 

ABQ RIDE.     

Albuquerque and Laguna Pueblo   

Announce Groundbreaking      

Program to Train Puebloôs Transit 

Drivers 

New Cooperation Includes Route Connecting     

Laguna Passengers into Albuquerque 
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